
 State Agriculture and Rural Leaders Legislative Ag Chairs Summit XII 

 

Learning from a Decade of Success 

in Ag Diversification and Rural Development 

 
June 8, 2013 

Barry L. Denk, Director 

(717) 787-9555 

www.rural.palegislature.us 



The Center for Rural Pennsylvania 

 A bipartisan, bicameral legislative agency that serves as a resource 

for rural policy within the Pennsylvania General Assembly.  

 

 Created  and Amended by  

• Rural Pennsylvania Revitalization Act, Act of 1987, P.L. 163, No. 16 

• Rural Pennsylvania Revitalization Act – Board of Directors and 

Grants, Act of Oct. 9, 2009, No. 52 Cl. 12 

 

 Mandates 

• Administer grants to conduct research on rural conditions. 

• Maintain a database on rural conditions and needs. 



• 3.44 million rural residents (28% of Pennsylvania's population). 

• 75% of Pennsylvania’s land  area. 

• Every Pennsylvania county has rural components except Philadelphia 

and  Delaware.  

• Pennsylvania has the nation’s third  largest rural population. 

• Prior to definition change with 2000 Census, PA was #1. 

 

This is Rural Pennsylvania 



Board of Directors 

11-member board  includes representatives from: 

• Pennsylvania State Senate Majority and  Minority Caucuses 

• Pennsylvania House of Representatives Majority and  Minority Caucuses  

• Pennsylvania State University 

• Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education  

• University of Pittsburgh  

• Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development 

• Governor’s appointees representing Pennsylvania Rural Electric, 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau or Pennsylvania State Grange 



Center Funding and Staff 

The Center is line-item funded  in the state budget under the 

Legislature.  

 

• 2012-2013 = $875,000 

• 2011-2012 = $719,485 

• 2010-2011 = $870,000 

• 2009-2010 = $879,000 

• 2008-2009 = $1,100,000 

 

There are five FT staff: Director, Senior Policy Analyst, Program 

Manager for Grants, Communications Manager, and  

Administrative Assistant. In its annual research grant program, the 

Center has 10-15 researchers under contract. 



University Research Partners 



Center’s Applied Practical Research 

• Assessment of Pennsylvania 

Wine Industry 

• Recruitment & Retention of 

Firefighters  

• State Police Coverage of 

Municipalities 

• Broadband Internet Use 

• Analysis of Rural County 

Veterans Affairs Offices 

• Impact of the Hotel Tax 

• Impact of Marcellus Gas 

Drilling on Drinking Water 

• Role of Community Banks in 

Rural Economic Development 

• Inventory of Pennsylvania’s 

Historic Barns 

• Small Business Owners and 

Succession Planning 

 



Center’s Database Research 

• Pennsylvania’s most 

comprehensive database on rural 

trends and conditions 

• Database includes state and federal 

agencies 

• Includes data on all 67 counties and 

municipalities 

• Data available on Center’s website 

or via email/phone 

• Affiliate of Pennsylvania’s State 

Data Center 
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Impacts and Outcomes 

Pennsylvania 
Main St./Elm St. Programs 

PA 

Blueprints: 

Best Land 

Use 

Principles & 

Results 

Heritage Tourism 

Link to Learn and 

Distance Education 



Current Projects 
Marcellus Shale 

Community 

Impact Study 

Status of Municipal 

Pension Funds 

Charter Schools and Financial Impact on 

Rural and  Non-Rural  

School Districts 

Population Projections 

Through 2040 

Homelessness in Rural Pennsylvania 

Senate Resolution 29 – 

Natural Gas 

Distribution System 

Expansion 

Rural Youth Career, Education 

and Residential  

Aspirations  



Percent of Occupied Housing Units 
Heating with Utility Gas, 2007-11 

Data source: 2007-11 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau 



Summary 

• The Pennsylvania Legislature is the Center’s primary audience. 

 

• The Center is recognized as the “go-to” agency for research and data 

pertaining to rural Pennsylvania. 

 

• The breadth and depth of the Center’s research and database reflect 

the reality of a very diverse rural state – rural is agriculture but so 

much more. 

 

• Research does not always need to result in legislation. 

 

• The products and services coming from the Center’s practical, 

applied research and database provide significant Return On 

Investment for state government. 
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